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    More sweet than odors caught by him who sails  
    Near spicy shores of Araby the blest,  
        A thousand times more exquisitely sweet,  
        The freight of holy feeling which we meet,  
    In thoughtful moments, wafted by the gales  
From fields where good men walk, or bow'rs wherein they rest.           
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EXRACT FROM CHAPTER IX 
 

"as necessary to attain excellence in the composing pronouncing of sermons:" 

      "1. The preacher must be a man of piety, and one who has the instruction and salvation of 
mankind sincerely at heart. 

      "2. A man of modest and simple manners, and in his public performances and general behavior 
must conduct himself so as to make his people sensible that he has their temporal and eternal 
welfare more at heart than anything else. 

      "3. He must be well instructed in morality and religion, and in the original tongues in which the 
Scriptures are written, for without them he can hardly be qualified to explain Scripture or to teach 
religion and morality. 

      "4. He must be such a proficient in his own language, as to be able to express every doctrine and 
precept with the utmost simplicity, and without anything in his diction either finical on the one hand 
or vulgar on the other. 

      "5. A sermon should be composed with regularity and unity of design, so that all its parts may 
have a mutual and natural connection, and it should not consist of many heads, neither should it be 
very long. 

      "6. A sermon ought to be pronounced with gravity, modesty and meekness, and so as to be 
distinctly heard by all the audience. 

      "Let the preacher, therefore, accustom himself to articulate slowly and deliver the words with a 
distinct voice, and without artificial attitudes or motions or any other affectation." 

      These rules are here inserted, because he seems to have been impressed by their justness, and to 
have modeled himself by them in his future course as a preacher. 

 


