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qutlsm _ bapism of infants in the Scriptures. {Tﬁ 14: 33;: oiten gited a:;
u . " evidence that a whole famlhy ngluding children was baptized - but, o
Are We Distinctive? caurse, no children e actually mentioned.) The Scriptures are flled with

examples of adults being baptized, bul one can onby "imply” that
childten may have undergone this act as well. Churches of Chrisi have
always maintained that we shouk prachise what ba expliclty taught and
practized In the Mew Testament and not what Lt mevely implled.
INTRODUCTION Thereiore, we oifer baptlsm anly to belleving adults.

When one makes the Scriptures ks or her autharity far
church practies, the questlen of Beptism will no doubi For discussion:
arlse. This was true for Alexonder Compbel], son of
Themaos Compbell in the lost century, and & is true for 1. What do you think happens ke Infasits or children who
us today. Thar Jesus cammanded baptism o loke place dle? Do they need to be baptized for the forglueness of
there cgn be no doubi [Matthew 28 19-20) However, thetr strs? 7
there gre three issues which today ore “hotly™ debated 5 i L e
't ' ' o L A 15 r parents L3 Adue fo

within THE church that relate 1o boptlsm e R e i o ach e Tt e
1. Should Infanrs te baptized?

3. At what age do pou think Churches of Christ should

2. Droes the farm boptism tokes (e.g. sprinkiing,

offer baptism to voung peaple?
pouring, Immersing! make any dlfference?

3 M ane s gaped By "foith®, Isn't baptlsm g work which

f ! o
therefare makes |t unrelated to ane's salvaticon B |SM TAKE?
Let's examine each af these guesiions ond see what

Churches of Christ hove belleved ernd toeght from the The Greek ward used in the Mew Testament for baptism s "baptideo
Seripiures: whish neans “to Inmerse, plunge. ar dip”. To sprinkke or Eour water on
one's head was intraduced later than the first cenbary, flest as an
ait tlve [f jlable, and th tually
WHD SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? ermatlve [f nsufficlent water was avila en eventually as the

norm for the church. While one rlght argue that “form" is really not

signlflcant, vet much of the symbelism ol baptism (READ Romans 6:
That failh is essentlal for one to be a Christian Is afflrmed by every 3.4] is directhy related to s form, While some may debate Lheir

tnoverment, denominatlan, arxd sect within THE church. The baptlsm of preferences, God's express command 1 the Scriptures wes that we be
infants, however, |s accepted anly by some (although they are the "lintnersad”, Churches of Chrlst bave held that 11 1 hepproprlate for
maicrity in terms of membersl. There 15 oo direct refarence to the men and women to determite if other forms are acceptable. Mareawer,
all denominatlons, movements, and sects accept kmmerslon 25 a valid
farm of baptlem. but not all accept alternative methods. Theretore, il we
15 are to be wnlted, Il would seery oy logloat that we wowld agcept the

frrtn corarcn to 2l especialhy if this i5 the Biblical farm.
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For discusslon:

1. Seme churches aflow those who heue not been
Immersed to be members of thalr cangregaiion. What
g you think of this practice?

2. [ you think we should be able to change the “farm™ In
which o command of Jesus (s to be cerrled out? If not,
how showld we go about correcting changes which ke
occurred

God unites the individusl with Christ's death and resurrechon and
forgiveness of sin ks recaived by the one baptized. While some within ow
movement use the term "essential” to describe the signibicance of
baptism, the Scriptures do not use this language. and our movernent has
generally preferred to use Biblical lenguage. That bapiism 35 universally
recagnized within THE church as "normative” for Christians cannaf ha
detbed. Tis subjecte and form are the only ssoes of disagresment, and
Churches of Christ hawe sought to practse what is clearly described in
the Bible and opposed alterations which hawve arisen either fram
impllcations within Sertpture of practices introduced by THE shurch

BAPTISM: FAITH OR WORK?

While bapusm ls an act which a person undergoes, U was bever placed
I the categary of a "wark™ in the New Testament, [nstead, it was seen
s a ek -ful respange 1o the command of Christ MATTHEW 28: 19-
90 and the Apostes whe presched the sespel (ACTS 2- 35}, In Pawl's
songest [reatise agalnst “works” he acknowledges that all the Galatlans
were baptized (GALATIANS 2: 26-27). The Scripluras tnidicate that i
haptism is & “work” It is 2 “work” of God, for only Gad can do the
fallowang which are directly asseciated with baptism:

1. Forghve sios (ACTS 20 28]

2. Raite s to walk in a new ffe (ROMANS £ 4]

A, Raise us with Christ (COLOSSIANS 2: 12)

4. Grant us 3 rebirth through a "washing " (TITLS 3: 31

&1 o the abowve can ooly be accomplzhed by God. Nearly every
denomination, mowement and sect holds to the view that baptlsm 13 not
merely an act of man, bat is more significanty an act of God. As such, It
could never ke placed into the Pauline category of "works”, Faul daes
nat de &6, and neither shold wel

WHAT THEN 15§ BAPTISM?

HBaptism is the &ctive respanse of faith o the gospel. Through this acl
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For Discussion:

1. How does one gnow for cerfgin that he or she 5 o
Christion? Dees the Word of God kelp In giving us any
assurance thet God has entered aur Tfoes? I baptism any
part of this assurancer

2 How do pour think God views a person who knews what

is rtght, but refuses to practlse @7 Does this apely ta
baplism?

3 Do yau think that a person who has not been buptized,
bur hos accepted the goapel, must deny thar God has
done aryihing in cheir Hwes without baptism?

4. Po pou think all who want te become Christians should

be baptized? Why oF why not?

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

1. Pray for thase wathin your congregation whe may he considesing
baptism, but hawe reservetlons because of what they hawve been
prevloushy faught.

2. Pray that the church might regain an understending of baptism and
usa it as & unifyimg mather than divishe practice.

9. Pray that the church will find a way to maictain the Eibllcal
practice, without hawving to deny the faith of those who have not
been haptized.
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