ORDINATION IN CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AUSTRALIA

1. Ordination:  Principles and Standards

The National Council of Churches of Christ in Australia will approve the application of candidates for ordination upon receipt of the formal endorsement of the appropriate state ministry department/division.  It will be assumed that such endorsement has been given after careful consideration of the following factors:

The applicant’s 


· sense of call to Christian ministry;

· giftedness and general suitability for ministry;

· appropriate education, formation and training for ministry;

· readiness for ministry;

· demonstrated commitment to the ethos of Churches of Christ.
Applicants for ordination will be expected to accept the discipline of the Church Conference under which the serve and ordinarily will have:

· completed an approved course of theological study and ministerial formation;

· completed at least two years supervised ministerial experience;

· successfully completed a formal process of ministerial assessment in which their call, giftedness and readiness for ministry is affirmed by representatives of the wider church.  (In particular this process should address issues such as (i) personal and spiritual maturity, (ii) integration of theology and life-skills, (iii) interpersonal skills, and (iv) level of self-awareness) 

· accepted a call to minister in an approved ministry setting; and

· subscribed to an approved code of professional conduct.

Upon receipt of the endorsement described above, National Council (presumably through its President and Co-ordinator, or their appointees) will make the necessary arrangements for an appropriate Ordination Service which affirms the candidate as a minister of Churches of Christ in Australia.

2. Confirmation of Ordination:

Many Churches of Christ ministers throughout Australia have never been offered the possibility of ordination as an affirmation by the whole Church of their call to, gifts for, and practice of Christian ministry.  Now that National Council has accepted responsibility for this important task it is considered appropriate for such people to be offered the opportunity to have their past, present and ongoing ministry further affirmed by a retrospective confirmation of their ordination by the National Council of Churches of Christ in Australia.

People desiring to have their ministry thus affirmed will:

· have undertaken an approved course of theological study and ministry formation;

· have gained ministerial experience over an acceptable period of time;

· be currently involved in a recognised ministry setting;

· have a demonstrated commitment to the ethos of Churches of Christ;

· have been affirmed by local church and Conference leaders as a minister in ‘good standing’;

· have subscribed to an approved code of professional conduct.
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13. Ordination In Cofc 
As approved by National Council on 15 September 1997


